
Eagan Community Center 12/15/2023

1

Get Your Groove 
on with Online 
Music Services
by Don Frederiksen
don@seniortechclub.com
Online page: 
Links.SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4

December 15, 2023
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◦Handout – Important Slides
◦Full Slides – Viewable on class page
◦Demonstrations of the platforms
◦Your Questions 

◦ During class
◦Email: don@SeniorTechClub.com

◦Online Class Page at:
Links.SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4

Our Learning Tools
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Music is Good For You – Let me Count 

the ways!

A Brief History of Music Listening

Introduce Five  Popular Platforms

Making Music part of your life

Tips & Recommendations

Today’s Groovy Plan

6

AARP Bulletin – 7 Super Secrets of Super Agers
Super agers do more then Wordle…….. 
…more likely to frequently read, listen to music, go to 
concerts and movies, travel, play cards and board games, 
do something creative such as handicrafts or performing 
in a play, and attend lectures.

AARP Global Council on Brain Health Report

Music in Healthy Aging – Let 
Me Count the Benefits

1. A powerful way to stimulate your brain
2. Impacts multiple regions of your brain
3. Helps engage parts of your brain to work together
4. Helps to recall memories and emotions
5. Promote mental well being
6. Works with Varied musical preferences
7. Good for social connections

Music in Healthy Aging – Let 
Me Count the Benefits

8. Motivates movement & dance
9. Learning to play stimulates thinking skills
10. Change emotional state and mood
11. Manage stress.
12. Helps regulate blood pressure and heart rate.
13. Improve quality and length of sleep.

Music in Healthy Aging – Let 
Me Count the Benefits
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🎧 Incorporate Music in your life.
🎧 Dance, sing or move to music.
🎧 Listen to familiar music for comfort and mood 

improvement
🎧 Listen to New Music.
🎧 Use music with exercise.
🎧Make Music especially with groups.

Music in Healthy Aging –
Recommendations

Online Page: SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4 13

History of Music 
Listening via a 
Self-Graded Quiz
(6 Questions)

Online Page: SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4 27

Music 
Streaming 
Services

PROS & CONS & 
FEATURES

You Can Still Purchase Vinyl and 
CDs

A web-based, online 
service that let’s 
users stream songs 
to their computer, 
mobile devices or 
smart speaker. 

What is an Online Music 
Streaming Service?

Makes More Music Accessible – Huge Catalogs  

Good and Improving Sound Quality

Access Old & New Music

No Storage Required (except offline)

Support New Artists – help grow a fan base

Artists Get Paid - $3 to $7 for 1,000 streams

Many have FREE/Trial access

The Pros
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Convenience - Listen on any device

Includes:
◦ Smartphone
◦ Tablet
◦ Laptop or computer
◦ Smart Speaker
◦ TV
◦ Connect to existing home music stereo systems
◦ Car

The Pros

Amount and Variety of Music 

According to Microsoft AI:
◦Spotify – 100 million songs
◦5,787 years of music listening

#1 Benefit of Online Music

New Music Recommendation!

Discovery and Exploration

#1 Benefit of Online Music
You don’t own the music.
Typical Cost for Full Features ($11 per 
month)
Requires Internet Access 
◦ Download is a premium option

Most profits go to big music entities and 
tech companies
Collect user information - Privacy
Album Covers and notes are diminished

The Cons

◦Library or Collection
◦Playlists
◦Offline
◦Lyrics
◦Podcasts

Common Features of Online 
Music

35

Library or My 
Collection
◦ Create your own 

library from the 
millions of songs in the 
catalog
◦ Find a Song
◦ Tap + or Add to Library or 

Playlist

Common Features
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Playlists – used to organize, present and share 
music 
◦ Curated Playlists – e.g. Top 80’s Rock & Roll, 

Baby Making Music, Workout, Mood Booster
◦ Share & Use Playlists from friends, even 

celebrities
◦ Playlists that you create from your favorites

Common Features - Playlists
Offline – Play Music without WiFi/Internet or 
Cellular data

◦ You Pay for Home Internet with a monthly fee 
with no or high data limits

◦ Cellular Data is more expensive and often based 
on data volume.  
◦ How much data are we talking about?

◦ Spotify requires 40MB of data per hour of 
music (xfinity mobile = $.60 per hour)

Common Features

Many of the Music Services 
will provide lyrics.

How does it work?

Find the lyrics control during 
play 

Common Features - Lyrics
Most platforms provide 
access to Podcasts
Podcast – audio listening on 
topics or themes such as 
news, comedy, sports, 
politics, mystery and more.  
Often free.   

Common Features - Podcasts

Spotify

Apple Music

YouTube Music

Amazon Music

Pandora

My Recommended Music 
Services

Number of tracks: 100+ million

Users/Subscribers:  365 million/165 million

Free program with ads, limited features

Premium  $10.99  $99 (Annual)   $14.99 (Duo)  $16.99 (Family – same house)

Audiobooks (15 hours)

“Hey Spotify” Voice Control

Highlights
◦ Market leader
◦ Device support (web, IOS, Android, Smart speakers and more)
◦ Podcasts (4 million podcasts)

Spotify
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Number of tracks: 100+ million

Users/Subscribers:  72 million/72 million

Trial  only (3 months more with product purchase)   – no free plan

Premium  $4.99 (Voice control only  – soon) $10.99  $99 (annual)  $16.99 
(Family )

Premium Bundles (Music, TV, Arcade , iCloud, News)  $19.95  $25.95 
(family)

Family does not need to live at the same address

Highlights
◦ Apple, Apple, Apple
◦ Classical Music
◦ Bundle Plans 
◦ Karaoke (Apple Music Sing) 

Apple Music
Number of tracks: 100+ million

Users/Subscribers:  50 million/30 million

Best Free Program with selective music – Ads, 
◦ Free Only Plays in the foreground!

Trial (one month)

Premium  $10.99   & $14.99 (Family)

Bundles  YouTube Premium  (no YouTube Video Ads)   $13.99  $22.99 (family)
◦ Good Plan to Eliminate Skips Ad on YouTube Videos

Highlights
◦ Free Program to Find and Try specific music
◦ Video and live performances

YouTube  Music

Number of tracks: 100+ million

Users/Subscribers:  153 million Prime members

Bundled in Amazon Prime 
◦ Ad Free

Prime  $14.99   $139 (annual)  
◦ Free Shipping
◦ Prime Video
◦ Prime Reading (free books)

Highlights
◦ Great Online program for current Prime Members
◦ Works great with Amazon smart speakers

Amazon Prime Music
Number of tracks: 100+ million

Users/Subscribers:  55/55 million

Trial – 3 months

Prime members  $9.99   Non-Prime Members $10.99    Family $16.99  
Single Amazon Device $5.99

Highlights
◦ Affordable for Amazon Prime Customers
◦ Works great with Amazon smart speakers

Amazon Music 
Unlimited

Number of tracks: 30 + million  

Users/Subscribers:  58 million/6.3 million

Personalized internet radio station based on your tastes and listening 
habits 
◦ Skips – limited with free (unlimited with you watch an ad or 

premium)

Premium Trial (60 days)

Plus $4.99/month

Premium  $9.99  $99 (annual)  $14.99 (Family)

Highlights
◦ Free Program Personalized Radio
◦ Good way to get started

Pandora  Music

Start for Free – Try it out
◦ YouTube – Ads galore
◦ Pandora – Requires user account + ads
◦ Spotify – Requires user account + ads
◦ Apple Music – 3 months free or 6 months with 

purchase of Apple device.

My Recommendations
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I recommend Spotify as the best, fully featured service.  
I use Apple Music bundled with Apple One
Considerations:
◦ Apple Households – great bundles with iCloud, News, TV & more
◦ Amazon Households – Prime can start with Prime Music

◦ Great with  Echo/Alexa  Devices 
◦ Active YouTube User 
◦ Like a simple Radio approach with Pandora for FREE

My Recommendations

Computer or 
Laptop

SmartPhones Smart Speakers

Music in your 
Car

Your Recipes for Getting Music in your 
Life

Online Page: SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4 54

Account with email & password required for most services.
Payment method for paid accounts – Avoid for free usage.
I recommend doing this on a laptop or computer using the 
service’s website.  

1 – Set up Your Account 

Online Page: SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4 55

2. Install the app - Most online music services have a desktop 
app for Windows or Mac OS.

◦ Spotify  Apple YouTube Music
◦ Amazon Pandora

3. Play music from the website
◦ Spotify.com   music.apple.com pandora.com
◦ Music.YouTube.com music.amazon.com

Computer or Laptop

Online Page: SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4 56

Install the App
◦ IOS – Apple
◦ Android

Set Up Account
Log in to the app
Listening
◦ Devices Speakers
◦ Personal Listening with wired or Bluetooth Ear Buds
◦ Speakers – Wired or Bluetooth 

Smartphones

The short-range (< 33 feet)  wireless 
technology used to exchange data between 
devices.
Named after Harold Bluetooth??
◦ 10th century Danish King – a uniter

Common uses:  Speaker, Headphones, Cars, 
Smart Speakers, Mouse, Keyboard

Get to Know Bluetooth
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Bluetooth devices need to be paired to function. Paired = Connected.  

Common Pairing Process to Smartphone

1. Put Device on  (speaker or headphone) and  into pairing mode 
using the pairing button or hold the power switch.   

2. Go to smartphone settings/Bluetooth and select the device

3. Enter PIN code (not always required)  If you don’t know try “0000” 
or “1111” or “1234”

4. The Device is paired.  

5. Smartphone audio is redirected to the Bluetooth device 

6. Or you select the Bluetooth device from the app

Pairing Bluetooth Devices
Examples:  
◦ Amazon Echo/Echo Dot
◦ Google Nest
◦ Apple HomePad
◦ Sonos

Voice Control “Play Taylor Swift”
Comes set up with default music service but 
you can choose another. 
Install the App for the device to setup. 
Also use to “cast” from some music apps. 

Smart speakers

I recommend the Amazon Echo Devices
Fairly affordable – frequent sales
Use to add a Bluetooth receiver to an 
Older stereo.
Create Groups of multiple Devices (Play 
Vivaldi Four Season in the basement)

Recommendation

Online Page: SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4 61

Newer Vehicles
◦Apple Car Play –
wired & limited 
wireless

◦Android Auto  - wired 
& limited wireless

Music in Your Car

Online Page: SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4 62

◦ Mirrors limited phone functions to 
your car’s dashboard screen

Music in Your Car
1. Bluetooth Connection – Cars with 

Bluetooth.  Every car pairs 
differently.  Get the manual out.  

2. AUX port – connect through the 
smartphone’s AUX audio port.  

Music in Your Car
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Get to Know 
Bluetooth
Audio ports are 
disappearing

Important  Smart Tips

Music is Good For You – Let me 

Count the ways!

A Brief History of Music Listening

Introduce  Five  Popular Platforms

Making Music part of your life

Our Groovy Plan
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Online Page: SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4 66

Class Online Page:
◦ SeniorTechClub.com/Eagan4

Email your Question:
◦ Don@SeniorTechClub.com

After Class
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